AT OXFORD AND IN THE ARMY

Yet, to the present writer, the answer is clear. To care
for the preservation of such a custom is to do some-
thing towards confirming a belief in "our race, is to
strengthen our hold on history and tradition. Upon
that strong hold the united action of a nation ultimately
depends. That ceremony called attention to the con-
stitutional aspect of the Prince of Wales's position. At
that moment it was an admirable gesture to make.

A few months after this another opportunity came
to solidify Anglo-Italian friendship. To mark the
anniversary of Italy's entry into the War a ceremony in
Rome had been planned. It was the King of England's
intention to be present. He was prevented from going,
however, and called upon his son and first ambassador
to represent him. The Romans gave Prince Edward an
unforgettable welcome. They were intent upon impress-
ing that visit upon his memory. Next day when the
anniversary was being celebrated, their fervour and
warm-heartedness precipitated them into a breach of
etiquette, and instead of allowing the Prince to deliver
his brief address without interruption, they broke in
with cheers at the end of every sentence. In view of the
grave misgivings which then prevailed, one part of that
speech is interesting in retrospect. It is this: "In the
city of Rome, the ancient capital of the world, the
source of social order and justice, I proudly proclaim
my conviction that the great object for which our two
nations are fighting against the forces of reaction is
inevitably destined to triumph, owing to the union of
which our meeting this evening is symbolic."

As in many other courageous declarations during
those black weeks, the wish was father to the thought,
for a review of the whole situation was anything but
reassuring. Yet, unexpectedly, unbelievably, the struggle
ended, and the Allies were left to make what they could
of their victory. The sudden silence took soldiers and
civilians alike by surprise, left them at a loss. If the
Prince too was momentarily at a loss and perhaps a
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